
Report of Special Committee on Reference Plans
In accordance with instructions received 
from Mr. Harold Howden and the 
Council of the Association of Ontario 
Land Surveyors, a committee was formed 
comprising Mr. Craig Stewart, Mr. 
Bruce Wright, Mr. Bruce Donaldson, 
and Mr. John Dodd, Chairman, to 
investigate the alleged charges that 
reference plans under the Registry Act 
are causing serious and costly time delays 
in service, and that the report should 
include a questionnaire to all firms in 
private practice, and further that the 
report should include recommendations.

The committee met and prepared a 
questionnaire, a copy of which is on file 
at the Association of Ontario Land 
Surveyors office in Toronto, which was 
subsequently forwarded to all land 
surveyors in private practice in the 
Province of Ontario, and this report is a 
result of the replies to said questionnaire.

The questionnaire was circulated to 
some 240 private practitioners and a 
response was received slightly in excess of 
fifty per cent of those questionnaires that 
were mailed out.

Those persons replying to the ques
tionnaire indicated in approximately 
two-thirds of the replies received that 
reference plans did in fact increase time 
to complete a survey, while approxi
m a te ly  tw e n ty -f iv e  p e r  c e n t  o f th e  
respondents stated that there was no 
increase in time, while the balance made 
no comment. The average increase in 
time appears to be approximately two 
weeks including the time required for 
plan examination.

The Land Surveyors responding also 
indicated that it takes in the range of 
from two to four weeks to complete a 
plan of survey from the initial time of 
contact to the date of reporting same to 
the client. One surveyor responded that it 
took as much as twenty-six weeks to 
complete a survey requiring a reference 
plan.

Delays in completing a survey were 
relegated to the following areas. The

first and most obvious problem appears 
to be the fact that the Abstract Indexing 
system in the Registry Offices is just not 
c a p a b le  of h a n d l in g  th e  in c re a s e d  
volume of work that is going through the 
system in the past few years.

A second reason for delay appears to 
be the regulations under the Registry 
Act.

T h e  n e x t m o st co m m o n  p ro b le m  
relating to delays appears to be the 
monumentation regulations under the 
Surveys Act.

Other reasons for delay were such 
items as the mandatory requirement for 
astronomic bearings when same were not 
readily available at the time of the 
survey. The requirement for checking all 
reference plans prior to deposit appears 
in some areas to be creating considerable 
delay. It has also become apparent that 
there is a lack of competent survey staff 
in many areas of the Province, and that 
many of the surveyors are working under 
a larger work load than in the past.

It has been noted in most instances 
Land Registrars are using discretion in 
accepting metes and bounds descriptions 
and are also accepting an undertaking in 
regard to Bulletin No. 73022 entitled 
“ Reference Plans, guidelines for the 
exercise of discretion”

Recommendations for the 
Improvement of Service 
Registry Offices

Various complaints were forthcoming 
about the existing Land Registry Office 
system being responsible for many of the 
delays.

The complaints covered: (a) The
present abstracting system is not con
ducive to large-volume usage as occurs 
today. The abstract books should be 
broken down by concession, or prefer
ably by individual lot to permit wider 
usage, particularly in those offices that 
are extremely busy, (b) The facilities of 
those offices receiving abnormally in

creased usage due to recent changes in 
the Statutes should be enlarged to 
adequately meet the public need, (c) The 
checking of reference plans by Land 
Registrars who have not been adequately 
trained in the function should be restric
ted to spot checks only, (d) The checking 
sy stem  sh o u ld  be s ta n d a r d iz e d  to  
eliminate personal bias, and local idio
syncrasies and should not question 
survey evidence or survey procedure, 
particularly in light of the fact that many 
registrars are not competent to discuss 
these items, (e) The necessity for relating 
land ties to lot corners should in certain 
of the older parts of the province be 
treated with local discretion.

Regulations

These should be standardized to provide 
uniformity in all legislation covering land 
transfer, particularly under the Land 
Titles Act, Registry Act, Condominium 
Act, Certification of Titles Act and the 
Boundaries Act.

Land Surveyors

Land Surveyors should be encouraged to 
expand their operations in order to 
accommodate the increased work load. 
Land Surveyors should be encouraged to 
adopt all methods of modern technology 
at their disposal such as electronic dis
tance measuring equipment and elec
tronic computers. Land Surveyors should 
also be encouraged to make use of pre
printed plan forms, use of drafting and 
c a lc u la to r  se rv ic e  an d  th e  use  of 
commercial title searchers where same 
are available.

There should be one set of regulations 
covering standards of surveys and plans 
required by the Registry Act, Land Titles 
Act, Condominium Act, Boundaries Act, 
and Certification of Titles Act. The 
Association of Ontario Land Surveyors 
should be prepared to offer assistance to 
the Ministry of Consumer and Commer
cial Relations in developing a revised 
standard set of regulations.

continued on page 10
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Upcoming Surveying Meetings
Association of Ontario Land Surveyors 
February 3 - 5,1975, Sudbury 

Regional Groups

South Central — October 8,1974 (tentative) 

Hamilton & D istrict— September 23,1974 

North Eastern — October 19,1974 

Kawartha-Haliburton — October 6,1974 

Eastern — October 26,1974 (tentative)

Other Associations
Corporation of Land Surveyors of the Province of B.C. 

January 1975, Victoria, B.C.

New Brunswick Land Surveyors 
January 21 and 22,1975, Saint John, N.B.

The Association of Nova Scotia Land Surveyors 
November 7-9,1974, Amherst, N.S.

Conferences and Conventions
Modern Cadastre 

October 23 and 24,1974, Ottawa

American Congress of Surveying & Mapping 
— American Society of Photogrammetry 

September 10-13, 1974, Washington, D.C.

XIV International Congress of Surveyors 
September 7-16,1974, Washington, D.C.

continued from page 1

It is the recommendation of this com
mittee that this report be published in 
the next issue of T h e  O n t a r i o  L a n d  S u r 
v e y o r  and that the contents of this 
report form a theme for information and 
discussion at the next annual meeting of 
the Association of Ontario Land Sur
veyors.

It is a further recommendation of this 
committee that the professional stand
ards committee of the Association of 
Ontario Land Surveyors become respon
sible for keeping the membership as a 
whole informed on an ongoing basis of 
improvements that could be made in 
business practices, surveying techniques 
and other related matters.

It is a further recommendation of this 
committee that the Public Relations 
Committee of the Association of On
tario Land Surveyors be charged with 
the responsibility of preparing a series of 
articles for publication in the Journal of 
the Law Society of Upper Canada or 
other related journals for dissemination 
to the legal profession of the Province of 
Ontario. This series of articles could 
relate to the problems and other items of 
mutual interest to the respective profes
sional associations.

Oops! Up goes the overhead as starling 
perches on transit man Paul Nesbitt on a re
cent London survey. (Photo by Party Chief 
Blair Harrison).

OFFICERS 
OFTHE REGIONAL GROUPS 

1974-75

EASTERN
Chairman — W. H. Moffatt 
Secretary — J. R. Hiley

HAMILTON AND DISTRICT
Chairman — J. E. Lanthier 
Secretary — A. G. Hall

KAWARTHA-HALIBURTON
Chairman — E. G. G urnett 
S ecretary-T reasurer —

B. A. Nickerson

SOUTH CENTRAL
Chairman — H. Piller 
Secretary — J. E. Hietala

NORTH WESTERN
Chairman — T. L. Wilson 
S ecretary-T reasurer —

C. M. Mackay

NORTH EASTERN
Chairman — J. E. Jackson 
Secretary-T reasurer —
R. J. Meisner

SOUTH WESTERN
Chairman — J. B. Dodd 
Secretary-T reasurer —
J.R . W ebster

GEORGIAN BAY
Chairman — A. M. Mackay 
Secretary — G. J . Zubek

:<
Wanted 

Ontario Land 

Surveyor 

R.S.Kirkup&Son Limited
106 North Street, Thunder Bay P7C 3K9 
Telephone (807) 623-3461

Surveyors and Engineers 

Practice established 1921


